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Bankruptcy Section adopts 
position regarding Marathon 
decision 


On June 28, 1982, the U.S. Supreme Court 
rendered it’s decision in Northern Pipeline 
Construction Co. v. Marathon Pipe Line 
Co., 454 U.S. 1029, 102 S. CT 2858 
(1982) wherein it held that the jurisdic- 
tional grant to the Bankruptcy Court was 
unconstitutional 

It was a general concensus of opinion 
that unless Congress immediately passed 
remedial legislation to solve the Marathon 
problem, chaos would result in the com- 
mercial world because of the lack of juris- 
diction in the Bankruptcy Court to act on 
many matters brought before it. The pri- 
mary issue before the legislative bodies 
was whether to adopt an Article | or Arti- 
cle 3 Court. A majority of the board of 
directors of the State Bar’s Bankruptcy, 
Insolvency and Creditor’s Rights Section 
passed a resolution at its spring meeting 
held at the Pfister Hotel on April 22, 1983. 
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The section endorsed an Article 3 Court 
with one distinct reservation raised by 
Director Friend that the appeal process 
remain the same as it is now, e.g., a direct 
appeal to the District Court from the Bank- 
ruptcy Court's decision. 


Editor's note: At the Aug. 12-13, 1983, 
State Bar Board of Governors meeting, the 
following resolution concerning the Bank- 
ruptcy Reform Act was adopted after it 
was impossible to gain a consensus on 
either the Article 1 or Article 3 Court: 


“The State Bar of Wisconsin, recog- 
nizing that the present state of the law 
places a legal cloud over many actions of 
the bankruptcy judges and this results in 
substantial impediments to the use of 
bankruptcy laws to help remove serious 
economic problems affecting all segments 
of our society, urges the Congress of the 
United States to give prompt and thorough 
attention to the matter for the purpose of 
enacting legislation which will eliminate 
these problems.”’ 


Divisions seeking nominations 
for 1984 elections 


Government Lawyers Division 

Any Government Lawyers Division mem- 
ber interested in running for the positions 
of president-elect, secretary, treasurer or 
director of the division for 1984-85 should 
contact Steve Ebert at P.O. Box 7857, 
Madison, WI 53707-7857, prior to Feb. 
15, 1984 


Non-Resident Lawyers Division 
The Non-Resident Lawyers Division will 
hold its election of officers and directors in 
May 1984. In addition to four directors, 
the following officers will be elected: pres- 
ident-elect, secretary and treasurer. 
Anyone interested in serving in any 
of these positions is invited to apply for 
inclusion on the ballot. Express your inter- 
est by writing to the Non-Resicent Law- 
yers Nominating Committee, State Bar of 
Wisconsin, P.O. Box 7158, Madison, WI 
53707, no later than Jan. 15, 1984. rs 
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